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This Month in Music and M
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From Marian Wright Edelman’s “A Letter to Parents”
The Sea is So Wide and my Boat is So Small: QlgaatiCourse for

the Next Generation.
A different excerpt will be featured in this sectieeach month during 2009.

“Be a good role model and mentor for your childreYiou are the most important

person in your children’s lives and they take tloeies from you about what is right

and wrong and valuable. If we call our children athers disrespectful names, they

will do so too. If we tell jokes that demean peopf other races or faiths or genders

or with disabilities, they will too. If we abus&ahol and drugs, they will too. If we !
are violent, they will think it acceptable. If vgpend every dime on ourselves or on

material things and give nothing or little to thdsss fortunate, they will follow our "# $%&
lead. If we spend hours watching TV, playing vidgones, listening to the radio, ©()%!
gossiping on the phone, and never pick up a boo&&d, they'll do the same. If we )%&

use profanity as a second language, they willBeomindful that we are always be-
ing watched. Author James Baldwin wrote that glidseldom do what we tell
them to do but they almost always do what we ddavén awesome responsibility
we parents carry!”
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